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1979―2011 

Young Physicists’ 
Tournament (1980)

by Evgeny Yunosov

Physics Fights
before 1966 

Open-ended, 
experimental 

problems

YPT
1979

IYPT
1988

Non-Soviet 
teams

AYPT
1999
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1981: the logo is designed 

1982
first publication

1990
today’s version 
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1982: solutions submitted to journals

Soviet popular science journal Kvant

Prob. No. 3 (1981)
Prob. No. 8 (1981)
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1988: numerical simulation in a Report

1.77 MHz CPU
32 Kb RAM

“It was a really impressive 
presentation — it included computer 

simulation of ocean surface.”
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1989: IOC minutes

April 3―5, 1989

“Consultative meeting appeals to UNESCO 
with a hope to obtain assistance and 

support and requests sending an observer 
to the III International YPT.”
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1992: laptop for visual aids 

“It was considered 
a gesture of 

desperation if 
someone wrote 
with a chalk on 

blackboard. ”

1992
Dutch team brings “laptop 
with a transparent LCD”
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Sources
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Sources

Czechoslovak team 
leader in 1988:

Polish team 
leader in 1989:

Hungarian team 
leader after ca. 1990:

Czechoslovak team 
leader in 1988:

“No Polish team in 1988”

Participant, “winning” 
Soviet team in 1988:

“Not winners, no competition at all”

Late account, 2004:

Hungarian team 
leader, 1989: “No Hungarian team in 1988”

Bulgarian team 
members in 1988: “Yes, we were there in 1988”

A careful 
reconstruction is 
necessary :-)
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Private 
collections

Authors, 
editors

Institutional 
archives Libraries

Primary 
sources

Reliable 
reconstructions, 

translations

How the Archive works

 400+ indexed original items
 each year from 1979 onwards
 articles, documents, interviews, more
 photos from 1979+, videos from 1996+ 
 sources in 10+ languages
 full-text problems, regulations
 restored results, factfiles
 400+ authentic solutions from 1981+ 



  

Permanent safekeeping

Georg Hofferek
about data loss (2007)

7 out of 10*
* number of fully or partly discontinued 

local webpages, in 1997―2006

Pr
oc

. 2
0 

Ye
ar

s 
of

 th
e 

YP
T 

(H
ra

de
c 

Kr
ál

ov
é 

, 2
00

8)
, p

p.
 2

7―
35



  

IYPT in the long run 

Fully theoretical problems
gradually phased out

Stage performance
gradually made longer
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